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An experienced group of transit technicians attended the 
September Gas Engine class.  As a result, instructor Todd O’Neal 

covered a broad range of topics and addressed many of the issues 
and questions expressed by the group.   Attending were Derrick 

Estabrook, Starmetro, Jason Nix, Gainesville RTS, Sherman Polydore, 
JTA, and Samuel Valez, Baker County.

Another look at the Florida Technician of the Year, Michael Paskanik from JTA, and the two runners-up, Nef 
Albino from Collier County and Trevor Morea with Starmetro

Runner-up Nef Albino from Collier CountyRunner-up Trevor Morea with Starmetro.

Chris King, ARC Indian River, 
attended a one-day LPIP provided 

Lift and Fogmaker session at 
Lively Technical College.  Chris 
is a new hire at the ARC and will 

return for the full PM class in 
December.  The ARC is located in 
Vero Beach and thanks to Debbie 

VanSlooten, Administrative 
Services Director, for meeting 

with LPIP staff and allowing Chris 
to make the trip to Tallahassee.



Attending the September PM class were Ryan Whitmore, 
Citrus County, Juan Rodriguez, Citrus County,  David 

Peterson, Pasco, Sergio Vasquez, Pasco, James Gray, Levy 
County, and Rony Musones, Gainesville RTS.  

FTTP instructor, Eddie Patane, did 
an Air Brakes class and a Steering 
and Suspension class in Key West 
during September.  Thanks to Jack 

Burns, Transit Support Manager, 
for making the arrangements.  Key 

West technicians participating 
in the classes were James Sarver, 
Mathew Montalto, Rasek Valdes 

and Thomas Morley

Above: Palm Bay Easterseals Maintenance 
Manager, David Cedeno, attended the one-day 

Lift and Fogmaker session offered through 
the LPIP program.  David is relatively new to 

Easterseals but is an accomplished technician 
and does some of the maintenance and repair 

work for the agency.

Above: Lively Technical College hosted the annual 
Occupational Advisory Luncheon in September. Director 

BJ VanCamp was well pleased with the luncheon and 
the turnout from the community.  Approximately 150 

community members supporting Lively Technical College 
were present and enjoyed a meal prepared by the LTC 
Culinary students and instructors Charlie Dibella and 

Ryan Folden.  Supporting the transit training program and 
attending the luncheon were Gabe Matthews, State Transit 
Manager, and Tony Brandin, Transit Operations Manager.  

Gabe and Tony are pictured with Director VanCamp.


