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Eddie Patane, FTTP trainer, 
conducted a two-day Air Brakes 

class at PalmTran in August. 
Participating in the class were 

Thomas Payne, Jose Moreno and 
Chris DiBiasi.

Todd O’Neal, LPIP 
instructor, did a one-

day Lift/Fogmaker 
session for a group of 

newly employed transit 
technicians. Hernando 

County was represented 
with two technicians. They 

were Andrew Kynerd 
and Fabio Machado. Levy 

County’s new hire into 
transit, James Gray, also 

attended.



Above: LPIP began the Fall semester of classes at Lively Technical College with 
a Paratransit I Steering/Suspension class. This class was well attended with 

technicians coming from different agencies around the state. Pictured above are 
James Raley, Gainesville RTS, Cody Struble, Citrus County, Anthony Sagastume, 

Pasco County, Chris Ransom, Big Bend Transit, Morris Frick, Suwannee Valley Transit 
Authority,  Oliver Clark, Manatee County, and Todd O’Neal, LTC/LPIP instructor.

Above:  Rob Douglas with Allison was 
the presenter at the FPTA Florida Transit 

Maintenance Consortium session.  Attending 
from Allison with Rob was Sam Mesalam.

Above: Todd Long, Intermotive/LGS Group, 
presented at the  Florida Association of Paratransit 

Technicians session at the FPTA Conference.

Jason Swierk with Fleetcare, Safety Harbor, attended the LPIP Maintenance Managers session at Lively Technical College a 
couple months ago.  Jason requested a refresher class regarding the wheelchair lift to address a few issues he had encountered.  

Eddie Patane, LTC instructor, met with Jason and worked through the questions and concerns Jason had expressed.

At Left: FTTP provided two Fogmaker fire suppression system annual certification 
trainings recently at Lynx.  Lynx personnel attending these two sessions were 

Daniel Martinez, Juan Pena, Chris Sepulueda, Samras Gangapersad, Yosean 
Perez, Javier Franqui, Jose Vargas, Santiajo Rojas, Fernando Delgado, Scott Riggs 
and Thomas Costello.  Thanks are in order to Aubrey Moses, Lynx Maintenance 

Director, for his continued support.



Trevor Morea, Starmetro technician, is pictured with his 
wife, Sarah, and his supervisor, Jeff Shepard, at the FPTA 

Conference 2025 held at the Tradewinds in St Petersburg.  
Trevor proudly displays his plaque recognizing his 

selection as a runner-up for Florida Technician of the Year.   
Trevor is Starmetro’s lead paratransit technician and has 

had much success participating n the Roadeos placing 3rd 
and 1st in the Paratransit Maintenance Division.

Nef Albino, Collier County Shop Foreman, was recently selected as the 
runner-up for Florida Technician of the Year 2025. Nef was recognized at the 

FPTA Conference held in St Petersburg. Nef has worked in Collier County 
for 16 years and has a total of 32 ASE certifications. Pictured with Nef and his 

family is his wife, Martha.

The FLORIDA TECHNICIAN OF THE YEAR 2025 is Michael Paskanik from the Jacksonville 
Transportation Authority. Michael has been employee at JTA for 24 years, been selected 

Employee of the Year once and placed first in the state Roadeo. Michael is active in the local 
union and serves as a Subject Matter Expert for the JTA Skyway Monorail System.

Michael is also a Navy veteran. Enjoying the FPTA Banquet and a couple of days at the St 
Peterburg Tradewinds with Michael was his wife, Angel. Pictured above are Michael, Angel, 

Brandon Mack  and Kenneth Kirkland.

2025 FPTA CONFERENCE




